“PMOVE  ALL  things;  HOLD  FAST  THAT  WHICH  IS  GOOD.” - 8  r.  PAUL. 


VOL.  III. 


[For  tke  Evangelical  Magazine.] 

Trot,  Oct.  19tb,  1829. 
To  Rev.  N.  S  S.  Beman— 

Sir  :  It  is  by  ou  meaas  a  pleasurable  task 
which  calls  us  to  notice  the  errors  of  our  fellow- 
creatures,  yet  duty  frequently  urges  us  to  be 
faithful  in  the  w  wk.  Although  you  have  judged 
it  prudent  not  to  reply  to  the  letter  which  I  have 
previously  to  this  adilresed  you— and  although 
you  consider  me  as  embracing  a  most  fatal  de¬ 
lusion,  one  which  will  affect  my  everlasting 
welfare,  and  end  in  the  most  direful  consequen¬ 
ces,  witliout  making  one  effort  to  rescue  mj 
soui  from  the  perdition  to  which  I  am  hastening, 
yet  lam  induced,  the  second  time,  toqiiery  with 
vou  on  the  all-important  subject  of  religion,  and 
to  crave  your  assistance.  I  cannot  see  as  yon 
do;  and  the  res  •onsible  office  which  you  hold, 
sternly  commands  you  to  instrui-t  “the  ignorant, 
and  those  that  are  out  of  the  way.”  If,  there 
fore,  my  communications  discover  that  I  am 
grossly  ou<  of  tke  way,  and  astonishingly  ^nor 
(inf,  it  is  more  necessary  for  you  to  labor  to 
instruct  and  lead  me  into  truth,  than  if  I  was 
otherwise.  With  your  views  of  my  situation, 
your  neglect,  hitherto,  to  labor  with  me  when 
that  labour  has  been  solicited,  must  be  deemed 
unpardonable,  nor  can  you  justify  yimrself  in 
the  eyes  of  any  candid  Christian. 

Last  Friday  evening  I  attended  pour  lecture; 
and  I  will  endeavor  to  give  you  some  idea  of  my 
views  and  fe-  lings,  in  relation  to  what  I  then 
saw  and  heard.  When  I  entered  the  lecture 
room,  you  had  not  arrived.  I  seated  myself  in 
a  convenient  place,  and  leisurely  surveyed  the 
little  congregation  around  me — like  your  Alba¬ 
ny  assembly,  it  was  mostly  composed  of  females, 
whose  heads  were  hung  in  the  attitude  ol  dejec¬ 
tion,  and 'their  countenances  deeply  marked 
with  grief  and  melancholy.  The  few  males 
that  were  present,  carried  the  same  downcast, 
wo-worn  appearance,  which  showed  that  their 
minds  were  illy  at  rest.  Had  the  whole  city  of 
Troy  been  visited  with  fire,  sword,  famine,  pes¬ 
tilence  and  death,  an  i  this  little  congregation 
the  only  ones  who  had  escaped  the  general  ruin, 
they  scarcely  could  have  been  expected  to  have 
worn  a  more  gloomy  and  despairing  appear¬ 
ance. 

Said  I  to  myself,  are  these  people  Christians.’ 
Have  they  assembled  for  the  purposes  of  reli¬ 
gious  devotion.’  Is  the  God  which  they  worship, 
"fAe  Father  of  Merciee?"  Why  then  do  they 
"afflict  their  souls,  and  bow  down  their  heads 
like  bulrushes”?  Oh!  thought  I,  it  is  because 
''their  leaden  cause  them  to  err”— they  have 
found  no  resting  place — theii  leaders  have  "cried 
peace,  peace,"  but  how  evident  it  is  that  they 
have  found  no  peace.  That  dejected  look — that 
deep- toned  sigh,  comes  not  from  the  peaceful 
heart.  Do  these  dear  children  of  God,  carry 
the  easy  yoke  and  the  light  burden  of  the  bles¬ 
sed  Jesus.’  Have  they  learned  of  him.’  It  can¬ 
not  be — for  then  should  they  have  found  rest  to 
their  souls. 

While  I  was  engaged  in  these  reflections,  you 
entered  the  house  —worship  was  commenced  in 
the  use  of  a  hymn,  which  was  sung  in  an  air 
which  would  have  suited  a  requiem  to  the  uni- 
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versed  lasi  ray  of  hope.  Is  this  the  joyous 
"song  of  .Moses  and  the  Lamb.’”  thought  1 — are 
these  mournful  accent-  borrowed  from  the  an¬ 
gels,  wlio  sang  "Peace  on  earth,  and  good  will 
towards  men?"  No!  The  hymn  being  ended, 
you  engaged  in  prayer,  during  which  my  mind 
was  senously  exercised  with  the  following  que¬ 
ries: — Are  there  any  directions  given  in  the 
scriptures  for  praying  as  this  roan  does.’  No. 
Are  there  any  examples  of  the  kind  there  men¬ 
tioned?  Nut  one.  The  great  burden  of  your 
orayer  was,  a  request  that  somethiag  might  be 
dune  that  evening,  to  save  the  sinners  before  you 
from  hell,  from  almighty  wrath,  from  endless 
{lerditioo,  from  eternal  death,  &c.  It  was  im 
possible  for  me  to  recollect  any  divine  authority 
'or  pray  ing  in  this  way.  I  recollected  that  we 
were  directed  to  pray  for  alt  men,  "that  they 
migiit  lead  quiet  and  peaceable  lives  in  all  god¬ 
liness  and  honesty” — but  could  not  remember 
any  direction  for  praying  that  people  may  be 
I  delivered  from  Gild’s  wrath,  from  an  eternal 
hell,  &c.  The  reason,  I  supposed,  we  were  nol 
directed  to  pray  in  this  way,  was,  that  "Ood 
hath  not  appointed  us  to  wrath,  but  to  obtain  tml 
vation  by  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.”  I  Thess. 
5,  6.  To  aid  in  the  work  which  you  desired, 
you  prayed  God  to  bring  down  every  thing  from 
lieaveo,  and  to  bring  up  every  thing  from  hell, 
which  rould  have  any  bearing  on  the  sub 
ject,  and  pirsent  them  in  awful  array  before 
your  hearers,  that  you  might  have  such  i  time 
as  you  never  bad  befoie.  This  method  of  pray¬ 
ing  is,  we  presume,  original  with  you  —as  there 
is  no  scripture  sanction  for  it.  Who  but  Mr. 
Beman  would  think  of  calling  up  the  machine¬ 
ry  of  hell,  t«  unite  it  with  the  powers  of 
heaven,  in  aiding  on  the  work  of  reformation 
and  salvation.’  Would  hell  do  any  thing  to  Un¬ 
people  its  own  kingdom’  Are  the  designs  of 
heaven  and  hell  so  nearly  alike  as  to  unite  in 
prosecuting  the  same  woik.’  You  tuld  us,  in 
your  prayer,  what  kind  of  a  place  bell  was.  It 
was  so  dark,  you  said,  that  there  was  not  a  ray 
of  light  there — so  miserable,  that  the  misery 
could  oot  be  greater — so  wicked  that  there  is 
not  the  least  holiness  there — that  there  was  no 
God  there,  no  Jesus  there — no  ministers  there, 
aud  no  prayers  and  pniyer-mectings  there— 
and  still  you  wished  God  to  bring  up  the  aid  of 
this  prayerless,  wicked,  miseiable,  and  dark 
abode,  to  ussist  you  m  the  services  of  the  eve¬ 
ning.  As  you  so  boldh  declared  this  to  be  the 
character  of  hell,  and  even  in  prayer  to  Gad, 
you  of  course  knew  what  you  said  to  be  true — 
hut  do,  sir,  be  so  good  as  to  tell  os  where  you 
obtained  this  infonnation  coucerning  he]l;*for 
when  y  ou  inform  us  where  you  got  this  informa- 
tioD,  it  is  very  likely  we  shall  find  the  direction 
for  pray  ing  in  the  manner  you  did.  There  i* 
one  thing  in  which  you  must  have  mistook — 
y  ou  said  there  were  no  ministers  iu  bell.  If 
people  are  sent  to  such  a  place  as  yon  described, 
we  have  no  authority  for  believing  that  the  devil 
will  deny  tli«m  the  benefit  of  the  clergy. 

The  sermon,  'ike  the  prayer,  was  destitnte  of 
.  scripture  authority,  and  you  was  prudent  eoongti 
to  not  attempt  to  prove  it,  either  by  scripture 
or  reason.  You  asserted  many  things,  but 
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proved  nothing.  Your  text  was  m  kcc.  11,9. 
"But  know  then,  that  for  all  these  things,  God 
wilt  bring  thee  into  judgment."  You  look  for 
granted,  what  you  ought  to  have  proved,  that 
the  text  relates  to  a  judgment  in  the  future 
world.  There  is  nothing  said,  eitlier  in  the 
text  or  the  chapter  where  it  is  found,  concern¬ 
ing  any  world  but  the  present.  You  caonot 
prove  the  existence  of  another  world,  from  any 
part  of  the  chapter — it  can  all  be  fulfilled  as 
well  iu  this  world  as  in  another;  "alt  these 
things"  can  "be  brought  into  judgment"  in  this 
world,  as  well  as  in  another;  every  idle  word, 
every  secret  thing,  can  be  judged  on  earth  as 
well  as  in  eternity.  The  Psalmist  says,  that 
'‘God  knorwelh  the  secrets  of  the  heart;"  if  he 
knows  the  secrets  of  the  heart,  be  certainly 
knows  those  things  which  are  not  secrets— anil 
why  can  he  not  pass  judgment  on  what  he 
knows  on  earth,  as  well  as  in  heaven — here,  as 
well  as  hereafter.’  But  you  carried  the  whole 
judg^ieut  scene  into  another  world;  and  you 
said,  that  every  profane  and  idle  word  which  we 
have  here  uttered;  every  act  of  intemperance 
and  debauchery  in  which  we  have  here  engaged; 
every  instance  in  which  we  have  neglected  our 
duly,  abused  our  privileges,  aud  exerted  an  un¬ 
holy  influence  in  society,  shall  all  then  be 
brought  into  judgment.  You  said  that  all  these 
things,  and  many  others,  were  registered  in  the 
book  of  God— should  be  hung  up  id  the  sun¬ 
beams  of  heaveo — be  seen  by  God,  by  Jesus 
Christ,  by  angels,  by  devils,  by  ail  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  heaven  and  hell,  and  by  the  people  of 
all  worlds;  aed  should  theu  be  better  known 
and  understood  by  all  these,  than  they  are  now, 
by  ourselves.  Mr.  Beman,  this  is  a  great  state¬ 
ment!  And  it  is  very  strange  where  you  got  an 
account  of  this  marvellous  affair !  You  really 
ought  to  have  told  us  the  chapter  in  which  this 
account  is  recorded.  If  this  be  true,  you  must 
allow,  tliat  for  once,  heaven  will  be  a  very  pol¬ 
luted  place,  and  that  the  heavenly  inhabitants 
will  behold  many  disagreeable,  uncouth,  un¬ 
seemly  sights;  bear  many  vulgar,  profane,  and 
Discordant  sounds,  which  would  illy  suit  the 
taste  of  beatified  beings;  and  it  would  almost 
seem  that  thu  eyes  of  God  are  too  pure  to  be-, 
tiuld  such  a  heterogeneous  mass  of  pollution  and 
abomination — and  heaven  almost  too  holy  to 
give  them  admittance  there,  for  a  single  mo¬ 
ment.  But  if  the  universe  know  then,  all  you 
say  they  will  know,  people  will  than  know  is  bat 
it  is  hard  now  to  make  them  believe,  that  min¬ 
isters  sometimes  tell  them  things  which  are  un¬ 
true,  and  very  often,  those  which  they  know 
nothing  about. 

Some  of  your  descriptions  were  altogether  in¬ 
decorous  and  improper.  You  said,  sinners 
were  going  to  bell,  but  would  go  by  the  croM, 
and  would  walk  on  the  crumbliog  verge  of  hell, 
with  their  feet  stained  in  the  blo^  of  Jesus! — 
that  children,  being  wrongly  educated,  would 
raise  their  puny  hands,  and  smite  Jesus  Christ 
on  the  cheek!  Such  forbidding  expressions  arc 
not  fonnd  in  the  bible,  and  were  only  used  by 
you  to  excite  the  fears  of  yoor  timid  fiearers. 
You  twice  spoke  of  eternal  death;  which  is 
twice  as  many  times  as  it  is  spoken  of  in  the 
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KcriptuiM.  You  nud  Christ  was  an  ample,  be  wiped  from  oflf  all  faccSt  and  where  |*‘®***P^®^*^J  protected  mjr  pamphlet  iroin 
xMMnplete,  all-sufficienl  Savhnir,  aod  asked,  death  shall  be  swallowed  up  in  victory  as  reason  and  ar> 

“now  will  you  accept  of  him?  WiH  you  coinplj  —what  agonies  roust  disturb  one  dying  g^iment.  Aly  reasons  are  one  continued 
S^l^S^if^of  ‘“09^  gloomy  doctrine!!  How  series  of  round,  ywei/ire  assertions,  with- 

Ifwe  will  do  our’ part  of  the  work,  it  seems  by  ^Strange  that  any  one  can  believe  that  out  any  attempt  at  argument  6t  proof.--. 
this,  that  Christ  will  do  the  other  part— if  we  peace  can  be  had  in  the  hour  of  death,  ”'"7  *  course  is  obvious-— the 

save  ourselves  from  sia,  he  will  save  us  from  except  in  the  heavenly  doctrine  of  an  7®®  9*7  ^®  ^  Universalist  the  better 
hell — and  if  we  do  not  save  ourselves  from  siu,  endless  hell!!  How  plain  is  it  that  Uni-  —-their  carnal  reason  is  always  opposed 
and  do  not  our  part  of  the  work,  Christ  is  no  yprsalists  cry  peace,  peace,  when  there  t®  ®ur  favorite  notions  of  ‘-total  depar- 
S.,iour.  b.  me.  ns  fn.n.  ■j.lbiy.  and  »e  m..l  no  pe.M,  when  the^  preach  the  he.rt-  vit,,  election  and  reprobation,  en.lles, 

four!  It  seem,  he  i,  aofficieol  to  aare  part  of  revolting  doctrine  of  God’s  tinbouoded  misery,’  &c.  Src.  ^c.  And  the  heat 
mankind,  with  their  assistance,  and  to  lose  the  love.  They  say  that  “God  is  love,  that  way  I  find  to  stop  their  moulhs,  is,  to 
other  part.  You  do  not  believe,  that  if  he  is  he  is  good  unto  all,  that  his  tender  tner-  throw  in  iny  assertions  so  fast,  that 
11^6(1  Up  fpoin  €:drthy  h6  is  sufficicni  to  d.TQ,w  ufl  arc  over  ftll  his  worktt'™“thut  lie  is-  un*  ctin  h&ve  no  opportunity  to  spe&k 

ffien  unto  him.  You  do  not  believe  that  he  is  rhano-pahip _ that  hp  will  not  rast  oftTor-  tUl  I  get  through;  and  then,  if  they  ore- 

,or.r„ofieo,y«af.,.G,^i,<^  «' it  is  hU  ^  lend  fo  doubt  .\y  thing  I  have  adv'ao- 

"^p«;.^™lLe  at  .Siao^  be  saved,  and  that  liis  will  shall  be  ced,  I  invariably  repeat  iu  till  ihey  get 

,ect,  done.” — Who  does  not  know  that  all  this  weary  of  the  contest,  "'  •th  regard  to 

I  believe  in  the  scriptural  doctrine  of  a  judg-  is  delusive  heresy,  exactly  the  doctrine  of  fourteen  reasons,  I  shall  not  hold  my- 
tnent.  I  believe^ as  the  Psalmist  says,  that  God  the  Devils  taught  to  our  first  parents!!!  self  responsible  for  the  strictest  veracity 
ludgeth  ID  the  earth.  See.  Ps.  58,  II.  He  Another  thiiin- is  astonishinffIv‘stransre  statements,  my  principle  aim 

judged,  condemned,  and  punished  Adam  and  ,  S  8  7  ,  ^  being  that  they  should  not  contradict 

Eveiathcarib,  ho  dblibe  suiue  toCoio,  lo  Piou»  people  111  nor  cily  are  too  negligent 

the  .lUejleloviaos,  to  tlic  Sodoinites.  mid  the  of  tlieir  duty,  in  not  visiting  the  sick  ,  „  contradiction  I  would  like 

Wicked  Jews.  Are  all  these  people  to  be  re-  and  dying  more  frequently,  lor  the  pur-  ^  •  l a  -t  i 

ludgeJ  m  another  world?  Christ  says:  -For  pose  of  c^^asolii.g  them  wi?h  the  holy  re-  corrected,  as  it  might  possibly 

judgment  I  am  come  into  this  world.”  John  9;  Lion  of  God’s  end/m  loraZ/i.  and  tlie  e-  'njur®  cause.  I  stated  that  Umver- 
39.  But  ifpeople  are  not  judged  in  thjs  world  ,vicked?  To  ihis  salists  always  prevaricate,  and  d<6/or/ the 

why  did  he  come  into  this  world  for  ludemeni?  ,  plain  meaning  ot  the  scripture.  ’  In  an- 

v/hy  did  he  not  say,  for  judgment  I  go  into  the  sacred  religion  we  can  much  more  easily  npcpgj,j^ry  to  say, 

world  toeome?  While  on  earth  he  said,  “JVW  convert  the  sick  and  dying  when  the  bo  ,  . 

i»  the  judgment  of  this  world."  John  12;  31.  dy  and  mind  are  both  enfeebled,  than  we  I  ♦hiw  «,;ii^h«id  ««  /  v. 

You  tell  us  the  judgment  of  this  world  is  iu  the  can  those  who  arc  in  the  full  enjoyment  \  .  ll  i  •»  r  ^  ^  " 

world  .0  come.'  St  Paul  says,  -Judgment  is  health,  and  the  exercise  of  their  car-  M^o/of/^and  svill  admit  of  noex- 
romeupoQallmen  tocondemuaiiou.”  Rom.  5,  ^al  reason.  But  through  our  strange  ne-  assertions  aiT 


ternal  despair  ol  the  sv.cked?  To  ihis  salists  always  prevaricate,  and  rfis/orl  the 
Igmeot?  ,  plain  meaning  ot  the  scripture. ”  In  an- 

infr.  tt...  sacred  religion  we  can  much  more  easily  '  ,  ,  i  r  i  ' 

into  the  .  ol  ®  •  I  II-  1  ol  „  I  other  place.  1  found  it  necessary  to  say, 

“o^'bul  convert  the  sick  and  dying  when  the  bo  < 

’  ,0  0.  1  1-1  I  ou  *' f  ui  1  o»  that  “when  they  find  a  passage  in  iheir 

12;  31.  dy  and  mind  are  both  enfeebled,  than  we  p  ■,  ,  , 

.  ’  J  .  .  ’  t.-ivor.  fhpv  wil  hn  <  to  too  liferni  nn<J  pv. 


f  oi7M:u,.ooa.ime..io,;uuuc...u.ii  uu.  «um.  a,  ,,4!  reasoo.  But  througli  our  stiangc  nc-  . ,  .  - - 

10.  You  say,  judgment  has  not  vet  come.  lo  ,  .  1  u  1  “  1  it  •  ®  i-  .  both  good  in  their  place,  and  I  frequent- 

Prov.ll.3l'VerU-Th.ri6btoo„,.bi,llbv  gleet,  1  have  known  Mvcral  Uniyemliiits  ,hev  ,l„„!,  Uk 

recompensed  in  the  earth,  much  more  the  Wick-  8*^  9‘ck  and  recover,  and  still  retain  ^cll ,  irri/Icn  so  near  leoelAer.  Ihavelcarnt 
wl  nod  tiie  .iooer.’’  Aro  they  r«;«™pen»d  bo-  heir  belief,  because  we  did  not  improve  t|,eni.tl,at  there  are  no  Uni- 

fore  they  are  judgetl?  I  submit  these  queries  the  pi  uper  season  tor  converting  them. —  r„o„; _  „  u  .  .i 

to  your  candid  perusal,  and  may  they  be  blessed  I  have  even  known  several  die  in  the  Uni-  ourState  prisons;but  the  coii- 

to  our  mutual  profit.  vprst,l.«t  f-Ifh.  »n.l  n.v.r  w.nt  ''“'^9  pnncipally  Orthddox.  I  do  not 


I  our  mutual  profit. 
Yours  respectfully, 


B.  WHITTEMORE. 


versalist  faith,  and  our  people  never  went 
1  near  them,[]/A«se  instances  are  indeed  rare~\ 


see  fit,liowever,to  correct  my  former  state¬ 
ment,  viz:‘tliat  a//in  the  State  prisons  are 


I  to  pour  into  their  hleedi.ig  souls  the  coin-  u„i,;„aliet5”-lndeed.  who  toold 


pose  that  such  scoundrels  could  be  anv 


■accideatally  fell  into  my  hands  a 
«ince.  If  you  see  fit  to  publish  it, 
bilge  maoy  subscribers. 

Yours,  'J 

Troy,  Oct.  9.  1829. 

“STRANGE  THINGS.” 
Rkv.  Mr.  B***n  : 


[For  the  Evangelical  Magazine.]  forting,80ul.cheering  refiection, that  death  scoundrels  could  be  anv 

Mr.  Skinner:— The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  the  gate,  either  to  eternal  joy,  or  to  Universalists.' 

letter,  written,  I  suppose,  in  thiscity,  and  which  endless  woe,  and  that  the  blessed  in  glo  .inar...«.,,vfai  i..  o*  „ 

imeideomll,  fell  Into  m,  liand.'o  few  dnys  ry,  enjoy  the  supreme  delight  of  lookine  ■  IT  •  T  '"•“e” . 

oiooe.  If  "you  «e  &  1.  publwb  it,  you  will  .L’battlemenls  of  heaven,  and  see  h"”"',?"-’ 

bilge  many  subscribers.  i  .i  i  j  -au’  •  .i  ..  .  thing  about  the  original  Greek.  How 

T.  S.  L.  "S  "'■'"’"’S  ■"  ll’v  torments 

7’roy,  Ocl.  9,  1829.  nngs  ought  not  so  to  be  no  learned  Doctors  of  Divinity  have 

“STRANGE  THINGS.”  w«man,  or  child,  should  be  sick  or  translated  eternal  and  ecer/aslino,  means 

Rev.  Mr.  B***n  :  our  attention,  or  without  re-  than  age-lasting?  And  why 

Dear  Brother  in  the  Lord- Among  all' c®'ving  the  comforts  of  our  doctrine.—  have  some  of  our  pious  orthodox  clergV 
the  strange  things  I  ever  heard  of,  the  cannot  attend  to  the  business  admitted  the  same?  Are  they  not  awaL 

strangest  of  all  is,  that  Unirerso/i*!*  cannot  »ur#elve8,  we  should  send  our  tcices  and  thatthe'aregivingahelpinghandtoover- 
understand,  that  their  “doctrine  will  do  to  daughters  ;  and  at  least  let  every  dying  ourholy  religion,  the  main  prop  of 

//pcby,but  will  not  do  to  die  by.’’  Theidea  P”'®w  b®  strewed  with  our  religious  and  „,hich  is  endless  misery?  O,  tempura!  O, 
that  all  men  will  be  made  holy  and  hap-  saving  tracts.  mores!  It  tvill  not  do  to  admit  these  crili- 

py  in  another  world,  is  really  a  comfort-  Dear  Brother,  have  you  seen  my  Four-  cisms:  we  must  stick  close  to  our  old  trans- 
ingidea  to  live  by,  but  how  totally  des-  teenreasons  why  I  am  not  a  Universal-  lation,  or  our  cause  is  ruined.  I  am  sorry 
titute  of  comfort  must  it  be  in  the  hour  ist  ?  What  do  you  think  of  them?  Jn  that  people  are  disposed  to  doubt  what  has 
of  death.  If  a  man  really  dies  in  this  all  due  humility  1  must  say,  /  consider  been  so  long  believed  byourpiousfath- 
faith,  who  can  describe  the  horrors  of  his  them  absolutely  unanswerable.  They  era,  who  lived  and  died  without  ever 
mind  in  the  dying  hour?  He  looks  fur  were  the  result  of  long  and  profound  re-  doubting  what  (h«lr  ministers  told  them, 
ward  to  the  unseen  world  to  which  he  -‘earch,  and  cost  me  many  sleepless  hours  It  is  very  strange  that  a  man  of  Mr. 
is  hastening,  as  the  abode  of  holiness  m  the  silent  watches  of  the  night.  You  Dwight’s  character  should  liave  been  so 
and  bliss,  when  in  due  time  he  shall  meet  know  that  Universalists  make  much  use  imprudent  us  to  publish  what  he  has,  con- 
'  a  ransomed  universe,  and  where  there  of  cama/ rcoson  in  their  investigation  of  cerning  the  Germ.in  Divines.  He  says, 
will  be  no  more  pain— where  tears  shall  religious  subjects.  But  you  sec  I  have 'they  are  remarkable  for  their  thoronirh 


EVANGELICAL  MAGAZINE. 


UT 


knowledge  of  the  scriptures— that  all 
other  countries  are  a  century  behind  them 
in  deep  research  in  theology  j  and  he^iin* 
prudently  adds,  they  mostly  reject  with 
horror,  the  doctrine  of  endless  misery; 
and  further,  he  gives  a  most  exalted  ac¬ 
count  of  their  religious  and  moral  char¬ 
acter.  This  was  totally  wrong;  he  should 
not  have  said,  they  rejected  the  doctrine 
of  endless  misery;  for  we  wish  to  have  it 
understood,  that  none  'butthe  most  aban 
doned  and  stupitlly  ignorant  do  so.  But 
if  it  were  necessary  for  him  to  state  this, 
he  should  have  represented  them  as  being 
most  horrible  licentious.  The  old  max 
ini  is  a  good  one,  and  ought  to  be  sacred¬ 
ly  regarded  in  the  support  of  our  reli¬ 
gion,  viz:  “That  truth  is  not  to  be  spoken 
at  all  times.”  I  hope  the  brethren  will 
understand  this  hint,  and  conduct  ac¬ 
cordingly. 

How  strange  it  is  that  Universalists 
should  pervert  the  true,  plain,  ami  liter¬ 
al  meaning  of  many  passages  of  scripture, 
to  favor  their  views,  t'or  instance,  we 
read  t'hat  Qod  will  have  all  men  to  be 
saved,  and  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth.  Now  they  will  have  it,  that  it  is 
God’s  will  and  determination,  that  all 
the  families,  kindreds,  and  nations,  shall 
b«  blessed  with  salvation.  How  prepos¬ 
terous  and  absurd ! !  The  weakest  hu¬ 
man  intellect,  that  has  been  enlightened 
by  one  spark  of  special,  renewing  grace, 
can  easily  discover,  either,  that  God  lias 
no  will  about  it.  when  he  says  tui//,” 
or  that  if  he  has  any,  he  means  he  will 
have  all  men  to  be  saved,  who  see  them 
selves  totally  depraved,  hope  they  have 
been  born  again,  and  believe  that  sinners 
will  beendlesslydainned;  mothers  words, 
those  who  comply  with  gospel  terms. 
This  is  evidently  the  plain,  literal  im¬ 
port  of  the  above  passage. 

Many  other  intanres  of  a  like  nature, 
might  be  adduced,  but  I  think  it  unne¬ 
cessary.  As  I  wish  to  remain  at  pre¬ 
sent  incog.  I  subscribe  myself 

Yours,  in  the  bonds  of  our  heavenly  re¬ 
ligion.  A  Thue  Phesbyterias. 

P.  S.  If  you  think  this  will  serve  the 
interest  of  godliness,  you  are  at  liberty 
to  print  a  few  copies  of  it,  to  go  with  my 
14  reasons,  and  circulate  them  among 
the  brother  and  sisterhood;  but  cautious¬ 
ly  keep  them  from  the  eye  of  those  who 
wrongly  call  themselves  Liberal  Chris¬ 
tians.  A.  T.  P. 


For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 
WRIT  TEN  FOR  A  SUNDAY 
SCHOOL  TRACT. 

The  apostle  John  says,  **  He  that  be- 
iieveth  not  God,  hath  made  him  a  liar, 
because  he  believeth  not  the  record  that 
God  gave  of  his  Son.” — 1.  John,  v  j  10. 


But  what  IS  the  record  that  God  gave  of 
his  sun  ? 

The  record  that  God  gave  of  his  son, 
wherein  he  hath  manifested  his  love  to 
the  world,  may  be  summed  upas  follows: 
The  Father  loveth  the  Son,  and  hath 
given  alTthjngs  intohis  hand.  John  iii.35. 

And  this,  (says  Christ)  is  the  Father’s 
will  which  sent  me,  that  of  all  wliich  he 
hath  given  me  I  should  lose  nothing,  but 
should  raise  it  up  again  at  the  last  day. 
John,  VI.  39. 

And  Christ  says  again.  As  thou  hast 
given  him  power  over  all  flesh,  that  he 
should  give  eternal  life  to  as  many  as  thou 
hast  given  him.  John.  xvii.  2.  ALso, 
see  Isaiah  xlv.  23.  24.  Rom.  v.  18. — 
Kph.  i.  9,  10.  I.  Cor.  xv.  22,  as  explain¬ 
ed  2.  Cor.  V.  17. 

Here  it  is  recorded  in  the  most  plain  and 
positive  manner,  that  all  things,  or  all 
rtesh,  were  given  to  Christ ;  and  for  the 
express  purpose  that  he  should  lose  no 
thing,  but  raise  it  up  again  at  the  Ia.st 
day  ;  and  give  eternal  life  to  as  many  as 
were  given  him :  which  is  all  flesh. 

And  it  is  the  disbelief  of  this  record, 
that  makes  God  a  liar,  and  dishonours 
the  son,  by  holding  him  upas  a  delaul 
ter  in  his  Father’s  business. 

But  if  there  were  one  of  the  human  fa¬ 
mily,  that  was  not  given  to  Christ,  and 
sure  of  eternal  life,  by  the  immutable 
promise  of  God,  the  unbelief  of  that  one 
would  not  make  God  a  liar,  nor  be  a 
sin  for  which  he  could  be  condemned. 

And  if  such  cannot  be  condemneil  for 
unbelief,  are  real  Christians,  or  such  as 
are  sure  of  eternal  life,  to  be  forever 
damned  for  unbelief  ?  or  only  to  suffer 
for  it  in  this  state  of  being  ? 

I  But  do  we  not  read,  that  “many  of 
them  that  sleep  in  the  dust  of  the  earth 
shall  awake ;  some  to  everlasting  life, 
and  some  to  shame  and  everlasting  con¬ 
tempt  ?”  Dan.  xii.  2. 

True,  but  the  first  resurrection,  and 
the  great  general  Judgement,  with  the 
sheep  and  goafs,  are  all  here  in  time. — 
See  John  v.  25  Chap.  xii.  31.  Pro.  xi.  I 
31.  He  that  believeth  not,  is  condemn¬ 
ed  already.  John.  iii.  18.  Man’s  sal 
vation  here,  is  conditional ; — depending 
upon  his  own  faith  and  obedience.  Mark 
xvi.  16.  But  as  to  his  final  salvation,  his 
unbelief  here,  will  not  make  the  faith,  or 
faithfulness  of  God,  of  none  effect.  Rom. 
iii.  3.;  Chap;  xi.  32. 

The  text.  Dan.  xii.  2.  particularly  al¬ 
ludes  to  the  time  of  setting  up  the  Gos¬ 
pel  dispensation  ;  when  the  apostles,  and 
others,  arose  to  shine  as  the  stars;  and 
the  persecutors,  to  their  shame  and  ever¬ 
lasting  contempt. 


But  why  is  that  the  scriptures  are 
so  little  understood  ? 

The  answer  is  plain  and  easy— Ever 
since  the  commencement  of  the  apostacy 
of  the  churches ;  and  even  at  this  day, 
the  great  body  of  professed  teachers, 
are  composed  of  unbelievers ;  and  of 
Course  they  abide  in  darkness;  John  xii. 
56;  and  by  not  having  the  light  to  dis¬ 
tinguish  between  the  time  and  events  of 
the  first  and  second  resurrection,  and  fin¬ 
ding  that  there  are  goats  here  in  time  ; 
and  not  believing  the  record  that  God 
hath  given  of  his  son,  they  suppose  there 
will  be  a  multitude  of  them,  after  the  se. 
cund  resurrection. 

Such  as  have  a  part  in  the  first  resur¬ 
rection,  here  in  time,  which  is  only  a' 
renewing  of  the  mind,  are  called  the  first 
fruits  unto  God  ;  James  i.  14.  Rev.  xiv. 
14.  as  prefigured  under  the  law  But 
why  are  they  called  the  first  fruits,  if  there 
is  to  be  no  other,  or  after-harvest  ? 

But  the  scriptures  abundantly  show, 
that  there  will  be  a  great  and  universal  har¬ 
vest.  at  the  second  resurreition  ;  when 
all  the  dead  will  be  raised  at  the  last 
trump  ;  and  they  with  all  who  are  then 
alive,  will  be  changed  from  mortality  to 
immortality,  which  is  the  divine  nature, 
or  eternal  life.  I.  Cor.  xv.  55.  Luke  xx. 
36.  John  xvii.  2.  And  although  none 
that  die  in  their  sins,  whether  a  moral  or 
natural  death,  can  come  to  Christ,  until 
quickened  or  made  alive,  John  viii.  21 ; 
yet,  all  that  have  died,  even  both  of  these 
deaths,  by  being  raised  and  changed  from 
mortal  to  immortality,  by  Christ,  will  be¬ 
come  true  believers  in  him;  and  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  sing  the  song  mentioned.  Rev. 
V  13. 

When  all  things  shall  thus  be  sub¬ 
jected  to  Christ,  and  Christ  himself 
also  be  subjected  to  the  Father  that 
subjected  all  things  to  him,  that  God 
may  be  all  in  all  ;  1.  Cnr.  xv.  28  ;  then, 
Christ  will  have  finished  the  work  which 
the  Father  gave  him  to  do,  agreeable  to 
the  record  which  God  hath  given  of  his 
son.  J.  Jones. 


More  Labourers.— \t  gives  us  great 
pleasure  to  say  that  two  young  gentlemen 
of  promise — Br.  Charles  Leadbetter,  of 
of  Concord,  and  Mr.  George  Campell  of 
Charlestown,  Maine,  have  recently  com¬ 
menced  labouring  in  the  ministry  of  Uni¬ 
versal  reconciliation.  They  were  pres¬ 
ent  at  the  Associaton  in  Dexter.  Their 
literary  attainments  are  highly  respecta¬ 
ble  and  their  Christian  reptuation  are  a- 
bove  suspicion.  Br.  Campbell  has  been 
a  student  in  the  Maine  Wesleyan  [Meth- 
odist3  Seminary  til  Readfield.  We  re¬ 
joice  to  see  that  Seminary  send  out  so  le 
ministart  of  truth  —CArutton  fntellgencer. 
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DEDICATION  8. 

The  new  Meeting-House  lately  erected  at 
Sandy  Bay,  by  the  Third  Unireraalut  Society 
in  Gloucester,  waa  solemnly  dedicated  to  the 
worship  of  God,  on  the  8th  ult.  Sermon  by  Rev. 
Thomas  Jones,  of  Gloucester,  Mass,  from  Isa. 
xli*.  6,  8.  Brothers  E.  Leonard,  O.  A.  Skin¬ 
ner,  F.  Mace,  and  L.  Willis,  were  present,  and 
took  parts  in  the  services  This  is  the  third 
Universalist  Meeting-House  in  the  town  of 
Gloucester. 

The  new  Uoi*'er»ali8t  Meeting-House  in 
Dexter,  Maine,  was  dedicated  to  the  purposes 
of  divine  worship,  on  the  I4tb  ult.  at  the  session 
of  the  Penobscot  Association  in  that  place. 
Dedication  Sermon  by  Rev.  Wm.  A.  Drew, 
Editor  of  the  Christian  Intelligencer. 

The  Universalist  Mheting-House  in  Albany, 
was  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  G'ld  on  Sunday, 
nth  nit.  Services  by  Rev.  Hosea  Ballon,  of  I 
Boston,  and  Rev.  B.  Whittemore,  of  Troy.  | 
May  the  few  friends  of  truth  in  Albany,  whose 
garments  are  undefiled,  live  to  reap  an  abun¬ 
dant  harvest,  as  the  fruit  of  their  faithfulness 
and  labor  in  the  Lord. 


Tht  PenribMeot  (Af«.)  Anociation  of  Univer- 
salitU,  washolden  at  Dexter,  on  14th  and  15th 
ult.  Br.  Wm.  Frost  was  chosen  Moderator, 
and  Br.  B.  Borsley,  Clerk.  Five  new  socie. 
ties  were  received  into  fellowship,  established 
in  the  following  towns,  viz:  Sangerville,  Park- 
man,  Solon,  Brighton  and  Freedom,  Brs.  J. 
W.  Hoskins,  of  Hampden,  and  Barnabas  Burs- 
ley,  of  Sangerville,  were  solemnly  ordained  to 
the  work  of  the  Christian  ministry.  Br.  Burs- 
ley,  was  appointed  standing  clerk.  Sermons 
were  preached  bv  Brs.  W.  A.  Drew,  J.  W. 
Hoskins,  S.  Stetson,  F.  A.  llodsdon,  and  S. 
Brimblecom.  The  editor  of  the  Christian  In¬ 
telligencer  remarks: — *’We  do  not  recollect 
ever  to  have  been  present  at  an  Association 
which  was  more  interesting  and  refreshing  than 
that  held  in  Dexter.” 


REVIEW  of  Steam*'  "Antidote  for  Univer- 
salitm." 

[Concluded  from  page  115.] 

We  have  already  noticed  some  of  the  absurd¬ 
ities  and  inconsistencies  of  this  work,  and 
shown  that  from  Mr.  Stearns’  premises,  univer¬ 
sal  damnation  and  universal  salvation  may  both 
be  proved  true;  but  to  point  out  all  of  the  absur¬ 
dities  and  contradictions  of  the  writer,  would 
require  more  room  and  time  than  we  have  to 
spare,  besides  being  a  work  of  supererrogation. 
No  one  who  reads  the  work  attentively,  can 
compare  two  of  its  pages  with  each  other,  and 
make  them  harmonixe,  or  fail  to  discover  their 
contradiction,  both  of  tbemselves  and  of  the 


now  notice. 

On  page  61 ,  in  attempting  to  prove  endless 
misery,  from  the  "Betuvolence  of  QodV  /  Mr. 

3.  says,  ’’An  exercise  of  mind  which  aims  to 
promote  an  inferior  good  without  reference  to 
the  good  of  tbe  system,  isviot  benevolence.  Be¬ 
nevolence  in  Ood  will  not  permit  him  to  leave 
tbe  good  of  the  system,  to  promote  an  inferior 
good.”  Well,  what  is  the  good  of  the  system 
which  God  principally  aims  to  promote,  tliough 
at  tbe  sacrifice  of  an  inferior  good.^  See  bis 
answer,  page  73,  where  he  says,  "Many  toill 
not  be  gaved.”  ’’Life  is  the  final  state  ot  the 
righteous;  and  /ew  there  be  teho  find  i#.— De¬ 
struction  [endless  damnation]  is  the  final  state  ^ 
of  the  wicked,  and  memy  then  be  who  go  in 
thereat.^  Of  course,  the  good  of  the  system  re¬ 
quires,  that  by  far  the  greatest  part  of  mankind 
should  be  endlessly  miserable,  and  that  but  a 
very  few  should  ultimately  be  saved!  Now,  if 
this  would  be  the  greatest  good  of  the  general 
system,  will  Mr.  S.  be  so  good  as  to  tell  us  what 
would  be  the  greatest  evil  of  the  general  system? 
In  order  to  make  his  answer  chime  with  the 
above,  he  must  answer,  Tbe  greatest  possible 
evil  of  the  general  system  would  be,  tbe  salva¬ 
tion  and  eternal  happiness  of  by  far  tbe  greatest 
part  of  the  human  family,  and  the  damnation  or 
endless  misery  of  but  very  few  or  none  of  our 
race!  This  would  be  the  greatest  evil  of  tlie 
general  system,  if  the  opposite  of  it  would  be 
tbe  greatest  good.  Is  not  this  putting  bitter  for 
sweet,  and  sweet  for  bitter;  evil  for  good,  and 
good  for  evil;  darkness  for  light,  and  light  for 
darkness.^  Suppose  a  child  of  five  years  old 
were  asked,  in  what  would  consist  the  greatest 
good  of  his  father's  family,  (allowing  it  to  con¬ 
sist  of  ten  children,)  would  he  be  likely  to  say, 
it  would  consist  in  tbe  banishment,  imprison 
ment,  or  starvation  of  eight  of  those  children,  and 
tbe  bestowment  of  every  posdbie  favor  on  the 
other  No;  if  be  were  a  sensible  child,  bis 
answer  would  be  very  different  from  this,  and 
such  as  might  teach  Mr.  Stearns  more  wisdom 
than  he  has  exhibited  in  bis  "antidote,”  if  he  were 
susceptible  of  learning. 

Again,  Mr.  S.  says,  p.  61,  “What  is  the  good 
of  an  individual,  compared  with  the  supreme 
felicity  of  the  universe?  It  is  nothing.  Can 
this  [i.  e.  the  supreme  felicity  of  the  universe] 
grand  object  be  promoted,  if  the  divine  law 
which  secures  it,  be  violated  with  impunity? 
Certainly  not.”  lie  then  goes  on  to  show,  that 
in  order  to  secure  this  superior  good,  the  su 
preme/*/tci7yofthe  universe,  the  majority  of  that 
univeree  must  be  made  endlessly  miserable!  In 
order  to  prevent  tbe  dishonoring  of  the  divine 
law,  which  requires  this  great  good,  mankind 
must  be  placed  in  a  condition  where  they  must 
violate  the  divine  law,  and  blaspheme  tbe  name 
of  God,  to  all  eternity  ! ! 
j  On  page  66,  Mr.  S.  says,  “God  does  not 
I  lore  sioful  beings— he  hatet  tbe  wicked;”  and 


on  Ibe  samt  page,  he  declares  that  “though 
God  hates  tbe  wicked,  he  wishes  them  no  in¬ 
jury;”  and  immediately  adds,  “when  be  shall  fix 
their  destiny  by  pronouncing  on. them  the  irre¬ 
vocable  sentence  of  eternal  damnation,  he  will 
go  it  ki  tbe  exercise  of  benevolence.”!!  If  this 
is  beneeolenee,  then  what  is  malevolence?  The 
reverse  of  this — Then  we  say,  give  us  a  malevo¬ 
lent  God,  instead  ofa  benevolent  one,  if  benevo¬ 
lence  dam’is  to  all  eternity!  God  hates  the  sin¬ 
ner,  and  yet  it  is  his  benevolence  that  damns 
him*  O,  consistency,  where  art  thou  fled?  O, 
shame,  where  is  tby  blush?  Had  Mr.  Stearns 
ever  read  the  new  testament  with  attention,  he 
would  never  have  asserted  that  God  hates  tbe 
sinner — be  would  have  learned  that  “God  com- 
mendeth  his  love  to  os,  in  that  while  we  were 
yet  sin  REUS.  Christ  died  for  us.”  Rom.  5tb 
chapter.  See  also  1  Tim.  i.  1 5,  and  oUier  par. 
allel  passages. 

On  pp.  88,  69,  70,  our  author  makes  a  bitter 
complaint  against  Universalists  for  attempting 
“to  illustrate  tbe  glorious  perfections  of  Jeho. 
vah,  by  tbe  natural  affection  of  parents  for  their 
children.”  After  quoting  a  few  sentences  from 
the  Gospel  Herald,  in  which  God's  affection  for 
bis  children  is  represented  as  far  exceeding  tbe 
love  of  earthly  parents,  and  yet  an  earthly  pa¬ 
tent's  love,  (especially  a  mother's,)  is  far  too 
great  to  pSrmit  them  to  inflict,  or  rejoice  in  the 
endless  misery  of  their  offspring,  Mr.  S.  says, 
"Natural  affection  is  not  benevolence;  and  an 
appeal  to  it  for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  be¬ 
nevolence  in  God,  is  an  artifice  of  Satan.'* 
Hold,  friend  Stearns;  be  careful  what  you  say, 
and  whom  you  accuse.  Does  not  God,  by  the 
prophet  Isaiah,  make  a  similar  appeal  to  this 
which  yon  condemn?  And  does  not  Jesus  Christ 
appeal  to  the  affection  of  earthly  parents,  to  il¬ 
lustrate  the  benevolence  of  God?  And  were 
Isaiah  and  Jesus  Christ  guilty  of  resorting  to  aa 
artifice  of  Satan?  God  says,  “Can  a  woman  for¬ 
get  her  sucking  child,  that  she  should  not  have 
compassion  on  tbe  son  of  her  womb?  Yea, 
|bey  may  forget,  yet  will  I  not  forget  thee.” 
Isa.  xlix.  15.  Christ  says,  “What  mao  isthere 
of you,  whom  if  his  son  ask  bread,  will  he  giv^ 
him  a  stone?  Or  if  be  ask  a  fish,  will  he  give 
him  a  serpent?  If  ye,  then,  being  evil,  know 
how  to  give  good  gifts  to  your  children,  how 
much  more  shall  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven 
g,ve  good  things  to  them  that  ask  him?  Mat. 
vii.  9,  10,  11.  According  to  Mr.  S.  Isaiah  and 
Christ  were  both  guilty  of  resorting  to  an  arti¬ 
fice  of  Satan!  But  Mr.  S.  is  at  issue  with  these 
distinguished  teachers:  and  if  they  were  right, 
he  must  be  wrong.  He  however  attempts  to 
prove,  that  the  benevolence  of  God  does  not 
prompt  him  to  seek  tbe  happiness  of  ail  his  crea¬ 
tures,  by  referring  to  the  miseries  of  this  world, 
and  tbe  special  judgments  inflicted  on  tbe  in¬ 
habitants  of  Sodom,  Gomorrah,  tbeantideluvian 
world,  and  others.  But  this  attempt  at  argu¬ 
ment,  like  all  the  rest  of  his,  is  a  perfect  abor- 
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(ion.  Iq  Older  for  Ibis  aryumenl  lo  t.av. 
weight,  it  will  be  necessary  to  show,  1.  That 
the  miseries  of  this  life  are  greater  than  its  en- 
•oyments.  2.  That  those  judgments  referred  to 
were  not  desigoed  as  disciplinary  punishments, 
or  chastisements  for  the  good  of  those  who  suf¬ 
fered  them;  and  3.  That  those  punishments 
were,  or  will  be  endless  induration.  •  But  this 
Mr.  S.  can  never  do.  For  an  apostle  declares, 
that  whom  the  Lord  ioreth  be  chastenetb,  and 
scourgeth  every  son  whom  he  receivetb.”  Our 
ofstbers  of  the  flesh,  for  a  few  days,  chastened 
ns  after  their  own  pleasure,  but  God  for  our 
profit,  that  we  might  be  partakers  of  his  lioli- 
ness.  Now,  no  chastening  for  the  present  seem- 
etb  to  be  joyous,  but  grievous;  nevertheless, 
afterwards,  it  yieldeth  the  peaceable  fruits  of 
righteousness  to  ^ni  which  are  exercised 
thereby.”  If  therefore,  as  the  apostle  de¬ 
clares,  punishments  or  chastisements  inflicted 
by  God,  are  designed  for  the  good  of  those  who 
suffer  them,  they  certainly  cannot  be  endless; 
and  so  far  from  proving  that  God  doe#  not  love 
those  he  punishes,  are  direct  evidence  that  he 
does  love  them;  and  that  he  loves  all,  is  proved 
by  the  fact,  that  “all  are  partakers”  of  chastise¬ 
ment. 

On  p.  2,  our  author  says,  “God  has  purposed 
all  events,  and  the  actions  of  all  men;  thesd 
actions  are  just  what  he  designed  they  should 
be;  and  he  will  so  overrule  them  as  to  promote 
bis  declarative  glory,  and  the  highest  good  of 
the  created  system  ”  On  p.  65,  he  maintains 
that  “the  highest  display  of  God’s  character,  and 
the  highest  happiness  of  the  universe,  will  re- 1 
quire  the  exiyipnce  of  tiin  eternally,  and  con- 
sequently,  that  some  men  should  suffer  endless 
puuishment.’’  On  p.  105,  Mr.  S.  maintains, 
that  “God  is  unwilling  any  should  suffer — he  does 
not  delight  in  the  miseries  of  those  who  perish. 
Their  salvation,  considered  by  itself,  is  what 
God  and  all  holy  beings  desire.’’  What!  God, 
and  all  holy  beings,  unwilling  to  have  his  de¬ 
clarative  glory,  the  highest  display  of  his  char¬ 
acter,  and  the  highest  good  of  the  created  sys¬ 
tem  promoted ! !  and  desirous  of  having  the 
wicked  saved  at  tlie  sacrifice  of  all  these!!!  And 
yet  agaiu,  p.  106,  speaking  of  1  Tim.  ii. 
“God  will  have  ail  men  to  be  saved,  and  come 
unto  the  knowledge  of  the  truth;”  Mr.  S.  says, 
“if  the  passage  prove  that  all  men  will  be  saved, 
(hen  the  toilf  of  God  is  his  purptte,  that  they 
shall  be  saved;  and  if  it  be  his  purpose  that  they 
shall  be  saved,  it  is  his  purpose  that  they  shall 
also  come  to  the  knowlege  of  the  truth.  The 
latter  we  know  is  not  the  fact.”  Our  auther  is 
remarkably  knowing  all  at  once— he  knows  so 
much,  that  he  knows  the  inspired  apostle  was 
mistaken,  when  he  declared,  “God  will  have  all 
men  to  be  saved,  and  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  truth,”  when  be  taught  that  God’*  purpose 
was  the  tmme  as  his  wil/.  Eph.  i.  9. 10, 1 1;  an  I 
that  “be  worketh  all  things  after  the  counsei  of 
hisownwiU.”  He  knows,  too,  that  God  does  not 
purpose  that  which  “God  and  all  holy  beings 


desire,’’  viz:  the  salvation  of  sinners  who  perish. 
See  p.  105,  before  quoted. 

Keeping  in  view  what  he  has  before  ssid 
about  God’s  purposing  all  events,  and  the  ac¬ 
tions  of  all  men,  and  so  overruling  them  as  to 
promote  his  declarative  glory,  and  the  highest 
good  of  the  created  system,”  which  we  have 
seen,  our  author  held,  embraced  the  endless 
damnation  of  a  majority  of  the  human  race,  let 
us  see  what  he  says  about  the  fate  of  false  teach¬ 
ers,  meaning  Univerulists:— “What  an  awful 
account  must  they  render  at  the  tribunal  of 
Christ!  There  they  must  answer  for  the  eter 
nal  ruin  which  they  have  brought  upon  the 
souls  of  men !  Swift  destruction  will  come 
upon  them.  Nene  bave  done  more  mischief, 
and  none  will  meet  a  heavier  doom,  or  sink  to 
a  lower  hell!”  See.  What!  for  doing  just  what 
God  overruled  and  ordained  they  should  do? 
all  whose  actions  he  controlled,  who  will  ren¬ 
der  them  subservient  to  the  highest  good  ot 
the  created  system?  Thrust  Univerialistsdown 
to  the  lowest  hell,  for  doing  what  they  could 
not  avoid,  and  for  deceiving  those  you  knew 
God  never  purposed  should  come  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  truth  and  be  saved!  What  borri- 
ibli*  cruelty,  Mr.  S.  Well,  thanks  to  a  merci¬ 
ful  God,  y«u  arc  not  to  decide  our  destiny. 
We  have  reason  to  believe  it  is  in  far  better 
and  safer  hands  than  those  of  this  reverend 
champion  for  infinite  cruelty  and  endless  dam¬ 
nation,  altliough  he  would  fain  “snatch  from 
God’s  hand  the  ballance  and  the  rod;  re  judge 
his  justice,  be  the  God  of  God.”  I 

In  view  of  the  unparalleled  absurdity  and 
contradictions  of  Mr.  Stearas,  if  Sbakspeare 
were  yet  alive,  well  might  he  exclaim, 

“0/  judgment,  thou  art  fled  to  brutish  beasts, 

And  men  have  lost  their  reason!”—— 

We  will  not  spend  time,  nor  weary  the  pa¬ 
tience  of  our  readers  any  longer,  in  attempt¬ 
ing  to  follow  this  writer  in  his  serpeatine 
course,  and  his  mockery  of  argument.  We 
must,  however  allow,  that  he  makes  one  sensi- 
ble  remark,  that  is  worthy  of  being  transcribed 
here,  and  treasured  up.  It  is  the  truest  sen 
tence  in  his  book,  and  one  that  reprovea  him 
for  every  other  sentence  of  bis  own,  that  it 
contains.  It  is  this:  “In  expounding  the  scrip¬ 
tures,  we  should  ever  keep  in  view  their  har¬ 
mony,  and  that  no  particular  passage  can  mean 
something  in  direct  opposition  to  this  harmo¬ 
ny.  God’s  word  does  not  contradict  itself.” 
Never  have  we  seen  a  book  of  the  size  of  this 
that  contained  to  many  and  gross  perversions 
of  scripture;  or  that  garbled  and  misapplied, 
and  so  explained,  particular  texts,  as  to  set 
them  at  variance  with  themselves  and  the  gen¬ 
eral  tenor  of  the  word  of  truth,  as  Stearns’  An¬ 
tidote  exhibits.  Of  all  persons  in  the  world, 
we  should  think  this  writer  stood  most  in  need 
of  an  antidote,  to  save  him  from  the  confusion 
of  his  own  system. 

The  three  last  chapters  of  his  book  are  a 
mere  philippic  against  Unisersalists,  their 
characters  and  doctrine,  totally  unworthy  of  a 
serious  answer,  and  of  such  a  disgusting  nature 
that  it  can  have  no  weight  or  influence  on  any 
minds,  except  those  as  ignorant,  as  bigoted,  as 
prejudiced,  as  invidious,  snd  ss  mslicious  ss  its 
author. 

Just  to  give  our  readers  an  idea  of  the  tern- 
per  and  spirit  in  which  he  writes,  we  will 
quote  a  few  sentences  as  samples.  Speaking 
of  Univeraalist  preachers  and  their  doctrine, 
be  says:  “In  disseminating  it  they  do  not  de¬ 
sign  to  produce  religious  revivals,  nor  to  make 
mt.n  holy.  All  their  forces  are  brought  into 
the  field,  to  engage  in  a  tremendous  quarrel 
with  Christianity.  This  is  their  life.  A.revival 


of  pure  and  undefiled  religion  uisiuibs  their 
quiet.  Look  at  the  effect  of  this  doctrine  in 
the  lives  ef  those  who  embrace  it.  Their 
practice  furnishes  a  sickening  comment  on  the 
moral  tendency  of  their  system.  Ardent  piety 
is  rarely  found  among  them.  The  moat  of 
those  who  preach  Universalism,  do  not  even 
pretend  to  knew  any  thing  about  experi¬ 
mental  religion.’’ 

After  such  uncandid  and  malicious  charges 
aa  the  above,  our  readers  will  nut  expect  to 
find  much  in  Mr.  Stearns’  writings  worthy  of 
serious  consideration;  neither  will  they  be¬ 
lieve  that  candid, arguments  would  have  any 
weight  with  the  writer,  to  convince  him  of 
his  errors  or  follies.  Presuming  that  our  la¬ 
bors  will  be  lost  on  Mr.  Stearns,  it  is  only  for 
the  information  ef  those  ot  bis  party  who 
bave  discernment  enough  to  see,  and  candor 
enough  to  acknowledge,  the  force  of  argu¬ 
ment  founded  in  truth,  that  we  make  one  or 
two  remarks  on  the  above  malicious  charge, 
and  two  others  connected  with  it. 

On  the  above  general  and  sweeping  charge 
against  UniversaTists,  of  their  being  strangers 
to  experimental  religion,  enemies  to  revivals 
of  pure  and  undefiled  religion,  quarrellera 
with  Christianity,  &c.  we  remark,  that  it  does 
not  become  us  to  boast  of  our  piety  and  ex¬ 
traordinary  experience  in  religion.  By  the 
grace  of  God,  we  are  what  we  are.  Univer- 
salists  realize  that  they  are  sinners;  and  they 
choose  rather,  like  the  publican,  to  say,  “God 
be  merciful  to  us  sinners,’*  than,  like  the 
proud  Pharisee,  to  make  their  boait,  and  thank 
God  that  they  are  better  than  other  men,  say¬ 
ing,  “stand  by,  come  not  near,  for  we  are  ho¬ 
lier  than  ye.’’  They  know  their  case  is  with 
the  Lord,  who  judgeth  the  heart  and  trycth 
the  reins;  and  so  long  as  they  know,  that  (o 
their  own  Master  they  stand  or  fall,  they  care 
little  what  their  enemies,  or  the  world,  or  Mr. 
S.  may  think  of  them.  They  are,  however, 
not  ashamed  nor  afraid  to  have  their  religious 
or  moral  characters  investigated  or  compared 
with  these  of  their  neighbours.  As  to  their 
being  enemies  to  “revivals  of  pure  and  unde¬ 
filed  religion,”  the  charge  is  entirely  false. 
They  are  entmies  to  hypocrisy  and  deception, 
te  wild  enthusiasm,  mad  fanaticism,  extraor¬ 
dinary  excitements  of  the  animal  passions, 
&c.  which  have  been  frequently  mistaken  for, 
and  falsely  cslled  ‘Revivals  of  religion.’’  Uni- 
vcrsalists  believe  such  excitements  as  these, 
are  revivals  of  super-stitinn  snd  fanaticism,  and 
almost  any  thing  but  true  and  genuine  religion. 
They  approve,  and  ever  strive  to  promote,  a 
revival,  or  increased  attention  to  what  St. 
James  describes  as  “pure  religion,”  which  he 
says,  “is  this,  to  visit  the  fatherless  and  the 
widows  in  their  afflictions,  and  to  keep  them- 
selve".  uncorrupted  from  the  world.” 

Another  charge  Mr.  S  brings  against  Uni- 
versalists,  is  this:  that  they  do ’not  preach  the 
same  doctrine  that  Christ  and  his  apostles 
preached:  for  if  they  did,  it  would  excite  the 
same  opposition  and  enmity  of  wicked  men,  as 
did  the  preaching  of  Christ.  To  this  we  an¬ 
swer;  The  bitterest  opposition,  and  the  only 
opposition,  that  was  made  to  Christ  and  his 
preaching,  was  from  those  professedly  the 
roost  religious  people  in  the  world.  The  high- 
toned  Pharisees,  the  chief  priests,  and  elders, 
and  all  those  pretendcdly  religious  characters 
in  the  Jewish  nation,  those  that  esteemed 
themselves  righteous,  and  despised  others, 
were  the  bitter  enemies,  the  persecutors  and 
the  murderers  of  Christ!  The  publicans  and 
sinners,  so  called,  the  non  profcssiDg  part  of 
community,  were  not  enemies  nor  persecutors 
of  Christ.  He  wss  on  friendly  terms  with 
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Tlieai,  itnd  th:  common  people  heard  him  gladly 
lie  'A'as  opposed  and  reviltd  by  the  popular 
religionists  ut'lhe  day,  who  charged  him  with 
being  a  wine  bibber,  a  Sabbatli-breaker,  and 
t  riend  of  publicans  and  sinners..  Well,  Univer 
sjlists  are  opposed  now,  and  accused  in  the 
saine  way  that  Christ  was,  and  by  the  same 
charactei'S,  and  for  the  same  reason.  Tin 
proud  Pharisee  of  the  present  day,  that  look 
upon  hiiiiself  as  the  elec/  and  facorite  of  heaven* 
that  esteems  himself  righteous,  and  despises 
others,  is  angry  at  hearing  the  doctrine  of  im¬ 
partial  graco  and  ttniversal  salvation  pro. 
claimed,  just  as  the  ancient  P.iarisees  were. 
The  doctrine  is  too  liumiliating  for  him.  To 
be  told,  that,  notwithstanding  all  his  self  right 
eousness,  all  his  piety  and  proft  scions,  he  has 
not  earned  a  higher  seat  in  heaven  than  hin 
pour,  despised  neighbor;  that  though  he  has 
borne  t!ie  heal  and  burden  of  the  day,  others 
shall  bem-ade  equal  unto  him;  that  all  shall  br 
brought  upon  a  level;  that  all  his  good  works 
do  not  entitle  him  to  heaven;  that  ail  must  de 
pend  on  the  grace  ot  God  alone,  for  salvation; 
and  that  this  grace  is  impartial,  and  will  save 
all — to  be  told  all  this,  it  is  more  than  he  can 
be.sr— it  wounds  his  spiritual  pride— he  be¬ 
comes  enraged,  and  begins  to  slander  the  pei 
son  who  dares  promulgate  sucli  a  licentious 
doctrine^  just  as  the  ancient  Pharisees  dri 
.Jesus. 

Lastly.  Mr.  S.  thinks  Univcrsalists  must 
be  irr>iligiaus,aad  enemies  to  Christ  and  his  gui 
fiel,  because  they  are  not  engaged  with  othei 
denominations  in  Missionary  operations  among 
'ha  I laathen, and  sometimes  speak  against  lliese 
operations.  Reply.  Univcrsalists  are  not  oppo¬ 
sed  to  the  spread  of  the  Gosptl  among  the  liea 
then,  but  most  feryeotly  desire  lha  accomplish 
inent  of  this  object.  They,  however,  do  not  be 
lieve  Calvinism  [which  is  commonly  taught  bt 
tn  jJern  missionaries  among  the  Heathen]  is  'he 
gospel,  bu  t  Ibink  it  a  gro-a  rorrupiioii  and  p-.-r 
version  ol  it.  its  to  Universalisls  sending  Missi 
onaries  into  foreign  parts,  they  cannot  well  do 
it  at  present;  for  Uiey  have  not  half  preachers 
enough  to  supply  the  calls  and  destitute  pLices 
in  our  ovrn  country.  And  wiiy  should  they  gu 
abroad  when  so  much  remains  to  be  dune  a< 
home  ?  We  trust  no  one  will  find  fault  with  ut 
for  a  lack  of  zeal  and  engaged  ness  in  proinu!- 
gating  wrtiat  we  believe  to  be  the  truth,  toili. 
cktcnl  of  our  abilities.  'J'o  Mr.  8.  and  all  his 
cooij  itors,  in  Calvinislic  missions,  we  say, 
in  the  language  of  a  much  greater  and  bet¬ 
ter  than  ourself,  used  formerly,  to  a  set  of 
similar  characters  :  “Woe  unto  yon,  senbes  uiid 
pharisees,  byp'xrnlcs !  for  ye  compass  s.O"  and 
land  to  make  one  proselyte, and  when  he  is  made 
ye  make  him  two  fold  more  the  child  of  hell 
than  yourselves.”  • 

MISS  W RIGHT.  • 

Our  good  oitizens  of  this  village  trere 
last  week  favored  with  a  visit  and  six 
lectures  on  knowledge  from  the  celebra¬ 
ted  Miss  Frances  Wright,  which  elicited 
alike  the  frowns  and  anathemas  of  self 
conceited  bigots,  and  the  shouts  and  con¬ 
gratulations  of  infidels  and  opposers  ut 
Christianity.  Being  unusually  occupied 
with  a  multiplicity  of  avocations,  while 
she  was  here, we  did  not  do  ourselves  the 
pleasure  and  honor  of  hearing  her  lec¬ 
ture.  We  understand,  however,  that 
her  lectures  were  attended  by  numerous 
and  respectable  auditories.  Probably 


most  who  heard  her  were  induced  to  go 
out  of  curiosity  to  see  and  hear  this  ce¬ 
lebrated  lecturer,  female  orator,  and 
founder  of  the  Nashuba  Institution.  All 
were  pleased  with  her  personal  address, 
and  allowed  her  to  possess  extraordina¬ 
ry  powers  of  oratory,for  a  female. 

But  then,  her  principles! — alas!  her 
principles!  What  are  they. ^  It  is  doubt¬ 
ed  by  many  whetherthey  differ  at  all  frenn 
those  of  the  professed  philanthropist  and 
philo't'pher,  and  known  Atheist,  of  New 
Harmony  memory,  Robert  Owen.  And 
then  too,  her  notions  of  matrimony!  Her 
opposition  to  the  marriage  institution, 
and  her  maintaining  that  no  law  should 
exist  in  relation  to  this,  but  the  law  of 
kind  feeling  &c.  All  these  things  r.i 
ther  '‘stui  k  in  the  crops”  of  many  who 
heard  her  ;  although  she  so  managed  as 
to  keep  her  thoughts  on  these  heads 
mostly  to  herself  while  lecturing  hero, 

saying  little  or  nothing  about  them. - 

’Tis  said  sbe  gave  some  home  thrusts” 
to  the  clergy;  and  it  must  be  granteil, 
that  on  this  subject,  and  the  many  ab¬ 
surdities  in  theory  and  practice  among 
the  professedly  Orthodox,  she  had  an 
ample  field  in  which  to  display  her  tal¬ 
ents  to  advantage.  We  doubt  not  she 
said  many  “good  things  an«l  true”  about 
the  abuses  of  religion.  But  then,  the 
question  is,  whetlior  slie  is  not  equally 
as  visionary  and  absurd  in  her  notions  as 
those  upon  whoso  theory  and  practice  she 
animadverts.  Tliough  we  doubt  not  she 
mav  do  some  good,  in  thus  lecturing 
thiough  the  country,  in  arousing  the  hu 
man  mind  to  inquiry,  and  exposing  er¬ 
ror,  absurdity,  and  abuse,  among  profes¬ 
sed  religionists,  yet  we  should  most  se¬ 
riously  deprecate  the  general  prevalence 
of  her  notions  on  all  subjects,  political 
and  religious.  We  think  the  general 
prevalence  of  her  principles,  with  the 
desiruction  of  all  existing  institutions, 
would  cast  mankind  onto  a  dark  and  tre 
mendous  ocean,  without  compass,  or 
chart,  or  po'arsfar  to  guide,  without  a 
helm  to  govern,  or  any  haven  in  view 
where  the  wanderers  would  find  a  safe 
retreat.  We  think  when  any  one  pulls 
down  our  house,  they  ought,  in  justice, 
to  build  us  another,  equally  as  good,  or 
better^  But  her  views  would  complete 
ly  unhouse  the  human  family,  and  expose 
them  to  the  bitter  pidtintrsofevery  storm, 
and  the  uncontrolled  rage  of  every  cruel 
tempest.  She,  however,  doubtless,  has 
her  merjts  ;  and  we  would  not  detract 
any  thing  from  them.  She  has  her  admi¬ 
rers  ;  and  we  are  willing  she  should,  ami 
that  they  should  be  gratified  with  hear¬ 
ing  her  :  for  this  is«  and  we  hope  ever 
will  be  a  free  count-ry,  tolerating  the 
opinions  of  all' 

As  Miss  Wright  has  her  friends  and 


adinin-rs  in  this  place,  perhaps  we  shall 
nut  be  doing  her  nor  them  injustice  by 
supposing  that  the  estimation  in  which 
her  worth  is  held  by  the  citizens  of  Uti¬ 
ca,  is  pretty  correctly  expressed  by  the 
following,  which  we  extract  from  the  Ga¬ 
lena,  [Illinois]  Minerva  Journal 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  in  N. 

Yorkf  to  his  friend  in  the  Mines,  dated, 

July  4th,  1829, 

“iMiss  Frances  Wright  is  much  toasted 
in  every  social  and  convivial  circle  here ; 
her  talents  envied,  and  her  learning  admi¬ 
red.  It  is  believed,  that  her  ideas  of  pol¬ 
itics  and  government,  are  no  less  acute, 
than  her  notions  of  society  and  religion 
are  sublime.  As  an  evidence  of  the  high 
estimation,  with  which  the  people  regard 
her,  she  has  recently  been  nominated,  by 
a  highly  respectable,  numerous«on- 
course  of  the  people  of  tms  vicinity,  to  the 
next  Presidency.” 

[If  the  writer  be  correct,  in  his  estima¬ 
tion  of  the  talents  and  philosophical  char¬ 
acter  of.  Miss  Wright,  should  she  be  eleva- 
t' d  according  to- the  wishes  of  his  acquain¬ 
tances,  we  might  escape  that  kind  of  le¬ 
gislation,  and  government,  which  once 
threatened  the  Roman  empire  ;  and  which 
under  the  reign  of  most  of  her  sex,  might 
lie  appreheaded.J 

NOTICE. 

Mr.  Skinner  will  preach  a  lecture  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  Evening  next,  lltliinst.  in  llic  second 
s'urv  of  the  brick  building  lately  occupied  br 
C.  Brewster,  corner  of  Liberty  and  Washing-, 
'ipton-streets.  in  this  village.  Services  tocom- 
I-  'f  ■  ■  I'f  1  St  6  o’clock. 

— ^1— — — 

ScUctfo  _ _ 

TO  THE  CHURCH- AND-STATE 
PARTY. 

Gentlemen  :  Please  answer  the  fol¬ 
lowing  questions: — 

1.  If  you  have  no  design  against  the 
civil  rights  of  liberal  Christians,  why  have 
you  80  generally  approved  the  ilecisions, 
by  some  of  our  courts,  that  Universal- 
ists  cannot  make  oath  P 

2.  If  Professor  Stuart  is  willing  all 
tne  citizens  should  enjoy; their  civil  rights, 
why  did  he,  in  his  election  sermon,  justi¬ 
fy  the  principles  of  excluding  Universal- 
ists  from  the  right  of  making  eath  ? 

3.  If  Dr.  Bebcher  does  not  wish  to 
deprive  Univcrsalists  of  theircivil  rights, 
why  has  he  given  his  public  sanction  to 
Professor  Stuart’s  system  of  proscrip¬ 
tion  ? 

4.  If  Dr.  Ely,  of  Philadelphia,  does 
not  wish  to  unite  Church  and  State — or,, 
in  other  words,  if  he  does  not  wish  to 
nmnopotize  political  power  for  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  Presbyterians,  why  did  he 
propose,  Christian, {alias j  a  Presbyte¬ 
rian)  party  in  Politics  ?” 

5^  What  induced  him  to  say,  tbw 
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'*Tlie  five  classes  of  true  Ciiristiaas,  (i. 
c.  Orthodox  Christians)  could  govern  every 
public  election  in  our  country  ?” 

6.  \V  hy  did  he  estimate  the  number 
ofOrthodox  rolerff  whom  the  Presbyteri¬ 
ans  couUi  bring  into  the  field?  *‘The 
Presbyterians  alone  could  bring  half  a 
million  of  electors  into  the  field.” 

7.  If  the  American  Sunday  School 
Union  is  not  designed  to  affect  the  poli¬ 
tical  power  and  inter*  sts  of  this  country, 
whv  have  the  Directors  of  that  Institu¬ 
tion  declared  and  published  that  in  ten 
years,  or  certainly  in  twenty,  the  politi¬ 
cal  power  of  our  country  would  be  in  the 
hands  of  men  whose  characters  have 
been  formed  under  the  influence  of  Sunday 
Schools  Why  have  they  anticipated 
such  an  event  with  pleasure  ? 

After  you  have  satisfactorily  answered 
these  seven  queries,  I  will  propose  oth¬ 
ers.  It  appears  to  us,  that  no  man  can 
take  into  consideration  the  facts  and  doc¬ 
uments  here  referred  to,  without  feeling 
satisfied,  that  the  Orthodox,  in  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States,  are  endeavoring  to  get  the 
government  ot  this  nation  into  their  hands. 
If'this  be  true,  we  appeal  to  every  true 
Christian,  to  every  true  republican,  whe¬ 
ther  it  is  not  “high  time  to  awake  out  of 
sleep.  Trumpet . 

LIKE  FOR  LIKE. 

“Answers  fool  acc<trding  to  his  folly,” 
Prov.  xxvi.  5. 

The  following  article  appeared  in  the 
Boston  Recorder  of  the  lOfh  inst. 

^^AUniversalist  Confounded.— A.  writer  in 
the  New-York  Observer,  relates  the  fol¬ 
lowing  anecdote  of  a  scholar  belonging 
to  an  infant  school  in  that  city.  He  was 
sitting  at  the  table,  [at  home3  one  day, 
when  an  Universalist  woman  came  in, 
and  began  to  advance  her  dangerous  doc¬ 
trines,  asserting  that  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  hell,  and  no  punishment  after 
death  for  the  wicked.  The  little  fellow, 
(not  more  than  7  years  of  age.)  dropped 
his  knife  any  fork,  and  looking  at  her, 
said,  using  the  awful  language  of  the 
word  of  God, Rev,  xxi.8,— ‘But  the  fear-] 
ful.  and  unbelieving,and  the  abominable, 
and  murderers,  and  ’  whoremongers,  and 
sorcerers,  and  idolaters,  and  all  liars, 
shall  have  their  part  in  the  lake  which  | 
burneth  with  fire  and  brimstone,  which' 
is  the  second  death.’  He  said  no  more, 
and  I  need  not  add,  the  woman  said  no 
more.” 

A  writer  in  the  Trumpet  relates  the 
following  anecdote  :  .A  child  was  sitting 
at  the  table  one  day,  when  a  Calvinistic 
woman  came  in, and  begin  to  advance 
her  dangerous  doctrines,  asserting  that 
all  men  would  not  be  saved,  but  that  God 
would  cast  off  a  part  forever.  The  lit¬ 
tle  fellow,  (not  more  than  7  years  of  age) 
dropped  bis  knife  and  fork,  and  looking 


I  at  her  said,  using  the  language  of  Paul 
and  Jeremiah,  “God  will  have  all  men  to 
'  be  SAVED,  (1  Tim.  ii.  4,)  and  “TAe  Lord 
wilt  not  cast  off  forever  ;  but  though  he 
cause  grief,  yet  will  he  have  compassion, 
according  to  the  multitude  of  his  mer¬ 
cies,  for  he  doth  not  affiict  willingly,  nor 
grieve  the  children  of  men.”  Jer.  iii.  31 
— S3.  He  said  no  more,  and  I  need  not 
add,  the  woman  said  no  more. 

Query.  Is  not  one  of  those  anecdotes 
as  good  as  the  other  ? 


EVENINGS  OF  AUTUMN. 

To  us  this  is  the  most  religious  season 
of  the  year.  Nature  speak.s  most  impres¬ 
sively,  if  not  distinctly,  of  the  goodness 
of  God.  The  air  seems  loaded  with  an 
influence  that  breathes  calm  delight  into 
the  soul;  the  trees  are  rich  in  beauty;  the 
I  day  invites  to  healthful  exercise,  and  the 
I  night  is  eloquent  in  praise  of  Him  who 
made  ‘the  heavens  and  all  their  host  ’ — 
It  has  been  said  that  no  man  ever  lived 
an  atheist  ;  human  existence  bears  irre 
,  sistible  testimony  to  the  being  of  a  God. 
We  do  not  believe  there  is  a  man  on  earth 
who  could  contemplate  the  deep  glory  of 
such  evenings  as  some  which  we  have 
had  this  month,  and  be  unconscious  of 
religious  setitiinent.  The  sun  in  its  ri¬ 
sing  is  glorious,  and  in  its  going  down, 
when  it  wraps  itself  in  its  mantle  of 
crimson  and  gold,  is  yet  more  magnifi 
cent,  but  there  is  a  majesty,  a  spirituali¬ 
ty,  a  power  in  the  distant  stars,  as  they 
are  seen  through  a  clear  atmosphere,  that 
surpasses  the  effects  of  the  brighter  lumi¬ 
nary.  VV’e  can  imagine  them  to  be  celes¬ 
tial  intelligences, offering  their  silent  wor¬ 
ship  to  the  Creator.  How  calm,  how 
grand,  how  solemn,  how  holy!  Itisim 
possible  that  the  man  of  desperate  purpo 
ses  should  look  on  that  spectacle,  and 
not  hesitate  in  his  wickedness,  or  that 
theundevout  Christian  should  not  be  re¬ 
buked  for  the  weakness  and  ineflicacy  of 
his  faith.  There  is  beauty  every  where, 
wisdom  every  where,  love  every  where, 
but  in  no  other  of  the  material  works  of 
I  God  are  his  perfections  so  cleai  ly  reveal  • 
cd  to  us  as  in  the  gentle  and  almost  spi 
ritual  brightness  of  one  of  these  star-lit 
nights. 

It  lifts  us  too  above  the  earth,  takes 
us  away  from  worldly  associations,  awa¬ 
kens  our  consciousness  of  immortality, 
and  enkindles  our  desires  after  a  better 
I  life.  Again  we  say.  it  is  impossible  to 
gaze  upon  the  ‘starry  heavens,’  and  not 
be  benefitted — through  the  sympathy 
which  it  gives  the  beholder  with  the  in 
finite  and  eternal.  We  are  standing  on 
earth.as  on  the  threshold  of  God’s  abiding 
place,  and  send  our  glances  into  the 
courts  where  his  glory  is  more  apparent, 
and  in  spite  of  sin  and  scepticism,  we 
must  feel  ourselves  to  be  created  for 


something  purer  than  this  world,  more 
enduring  than  this  life. 

Let  autumn  exert  its  appropriate  in¬ 
fluence  over  us.  Let  us  admire  the  works 
of  him  who  dwells  in  ‘  light  inaccessable 
and  full  of  glory  let  os  tranquillize  and 
purify  our  spirits  by  communion  with 
Him  ,  availing  ourselves  of  the  aids  to 
this  holy  office  which  he  has  furnished  in 
the  character  of  the  universe  about  us. 

Christian  Register. 


From  llu  Religious  Inquirer. 

SABBATH  SCHOOL  INSTRUCTIONS. 

Mr.  Editor, — That  Sabbath  Schools, 
properly  conducted  may  be  very  useful  1 
have  no  doubt.  That  in  the  manner  in 
which  they  are  often  conducted  they  have 
an  injurious  tendency  is,  I  think,  equally 
certain  and  obvious.  Children,  instead  of 
being  instructed  iu  the  principles  of  mor¬ 
ality  and  religion,  are  studiously  initiated 
into  all  the  peculiarities  of  sectarian  opini¬ 
ons  and  prejudices,  and  early  taught  to 
avoid  and  despise  all  those  who  do  not  em¬ 
brace  the  dogmas  of  a  particular  creed.  A 
few  Sabbaths  since,  it  is  said,  a  Miss  Bet¬ 
sey  B — ,  a  maiden  lady  of  some  distinction 
I  in  the  religious  community,  and  a  teacher 
of  one  of  the  orthodox  Sabbath  Schools  iu 
this  city,  was  instructing  her  class  in  the 
meaning  of  the  Scriptures,  when  a  passage 
occurred  in  which  false  prophets  are  men¬ 
tioned, she  asked  a  little  girl  of  8  or  9  years 
of  age,  if  she  knew  the  meaning  of  the 
■words  false  prophetsl  the  pupil  replying 
in  the  negative. — Why,  (said  the  acute 
instructress)  a  false  propeet,  means  a  false 
teacher,  one  that  preaches  false  doctrine, 
— such  an  one  as  Mr.  Rayner,  (the  Uni¬ 
versalist  preacher, )  he  is  a  false  prophet. 

[  It  must  be  vastly  important  to  the  citizens 
I  of  Hartford,  apd  especially  to  the  young 
I  children,  as  they  are  growing  up,  to  have 
I  so  eminent  a  female  divine,  always  at  band, 
j  and  easy  of  access,  who  can  give  a  correct 
I  explanation  of  all  parts  of  the  Scriptures 
and  illustrate  their  meaning  by  an  easy 
and  convincing  appeal  to  circumstances, 
facts  and  characters  !  The  little  girl  on 
returning  home,  inquired  of  her  Aunt  if 
Mr.  Rayner  was  a  false  prophet.  On 
being  asked  why  she  made  such  an  inqui¬ 
ry  ?  Why.  said  she,  Miss  B— ,  says  he 
is  a  false  prophet. 

A  Citizen  of  H.artford. 

We  give  place  to  the  foregoing  commu¬ 
nication  without  a  word  of  comment,  be¬ 
ing  willing  that  it  should  speak  for  itself. 
— Ed.  Inq. 

An  Ingenious  Apology. — “Why,” 
said  a  countiy  clergyman  to  one  of  his  flock, 
‘•do  you  always  snore  in  your  pew  when  I 
am  in  the  pulpit,  while  you  are  all  atten¬ 
tion  to  every  stranger  I  invite  ?”  “Be¬ 
cause,  Sir,  when  you  preach  I  am  sure 
'all’s  right;  but  I  can’t  trust  a  stranger 
without  keeping  a  good  look  out.” 
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_ j^oetrg. _ 

‘•JESUS  \\  EPT."— John  *i.  35. 

Check  not  tby  tears, 

Tbou  of  the  mighty  purpose, — give  them  away — 
Tis  nature^s  boon ;  nor  e'en  should  thy  ripe 
years 

Resist  her  sway. 

Leader  of  war! 

Thou  bast,  unmoved,  seen  myriads  shorn  of  life. 
Give  thy  full  sorrows  vent, — ‘twill  make  less  sore 
Tby  bosom‘8  strife. 

*  Desolate  son ! 

That  with  fixed  eye  doth  view  a  fathers  bier, 
’Tis  no  disgrace  o'er  death's  rude  havoc  done. 

To  drop  a  tear.  j 

Thy  sobs  release, 

Thou  pallid  mourner  for  a  husbaud's  death ; 
Unloose  the  floodgates  of  thy  soul,  and  cease  j 
To  gasp  for  breath.  I 

O  !  thou  that  art 

So  more  a  mother ; — let  thy  spirit  melt 
'Twill  help  to  heal  the  wound  within  tby  heart 
So  deeply  felt. 

Beautiful  fair  ! 

Whose  faithful  love  lies  in  his  last  cold  sleep  ; 
—Oh  ! — sit  not  thus  in  eloquent  despair ; — 

*“  'Tis  thine  to  weep. 

None  should  deny. 

Although  grief’s  fountain  should  for  years  have 
slept. 

To  let  it  gush  from  the  dissolving  eye, — 

For,  “JESUS  WEPT !”  W.  J,  H 

ittisccUans* 

MR.  KNEELAND. 

The  following  characteristic  letter  is 
from  the  Reverend  Hosca  Ballou,  and 
will  be  interesting  to  all  who  have  ‘  ever 
heard  of  Abner  Kneelaod.  We  copy  it 
from  the  “Trumpet.*’ 

Br.  Whittemore. — As  the  Trumpet  car¬ 
ried  to  its  numerous  patrons  the  informa* 
tioD  that  Br.  A.  Kneeland,  at  the  iSouth 
ern  Association  of  Universal ists,  which 
held  its  last  session  in  Hartford,  Conn, 
requested  the  privilege  of  suspending  his 
fellowship  with  the  order  until  he  should 
be  able  to  convince  his  brethren,  and  all 
concerned,  that  he  is  a  sincere  believer  in 
Christianity,  it  seems  reasonable  that  it 
should  now  communicate,  in  as  extensive 
a  manner,  the  information  that  this  Br. 
has  wholly  renounced  the  faith  which  he 
has  so  long  professed  to  preach,  and  which 
he  so  recently  as  the  latter  part  of  last 
May  solemnly  professed  to  believe. 

Mr.  Kneeland  has  certified  us  of  this 
fact  in  the  “Free  /nyuirer,”  of  the  23d 
ult.  Through  this  medium  he  informs  the 


public  that  be  does  not  believe  in  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  God,  nor  man’s  conscious  exis- 
tance  in  a  future  state.  After  having  sta¬ 
ted  his  unbelief  in  these  two  propositions, 
he  has  thought  it  necessary  to  inform  the 
public  that  he  does  not  believe  in  the  cru¬ 
cifixion  and  resurrection  of  Jesus.  To 
such  conclusion  he  says  he  has  come  “af¬ 
ter  thirty  years  of  arduous  study,  and  more 
than  twenty-eight  years  labor  in  the  Gos¬ 
pel  ministry.” 

For  one  I  regret  what  1  shall  call  this 
Brother’s  defection  ;  and  surely  I  feel  no 
disposition  to  offer  any  remark,  which 
could  be  construed  to  indicate  any  want 
of  good  will  towards  one,  whose  labors  I 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  bolding  in  high 
estimation,  and  in  whose  friendship  and 
society  1  have  enjoyed  many  comforts, 
and  consolations  not  a  few.  But  may  I 
not  be  permitted  to  query  in  relation  to 
this  thirty  years  of  arduous  study,  and 
more  than  twenty-eight  years  labor,  &c  ? 
— Now  all  this  study  and  labor,  as  late  as 
the  latter  part  of  May  last,  resulted  in  a 
sound  belief  in  Christianity.  Why  then 
does  he  revert  to  so  many  years  of  study 
and  labor  in  order  to  give  weight,  gravity, 
and  countenance  to  his  infidelity  ?  Should 
he  not  have  said,  after  studying  and  labor¬ 
ing  from  the  latter  part  of  last  May  until 
lately,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
there  is  no  truth  in  what  1  believed  and 
preached  for  twenty-eight  years  ?  Br.  K. 
has  so  often  assured  the  public  that  he  is 
an  honest  man,  it  would  be  deemed  un¬ 
charitable  to  doubt  his  sincerity  when  he 
certified  his  brethren  that  he  was  a  sin¬ 
cere  Christian,  at  the  last  session  of  the 
Southern  Association  of  Universalists. — 
Perhaps  he  may  see  cause  to  correct  this 
mistake. 

As  Mr.  Kneeland  is  in  the  habit  of  wri¬ 
ting  for  the  *‘Free  Inquirer.”  I  will  sug¬ 
gest  a  question  for  his  solution,  if  he  should 
deem  the  subject  of  a  character  suited  to 
the  taste  of  the  readers  and  patrons  of  that 
paper.  The  question  I  propose  is  the  fol¬ 
lowing  :  If,  contrary  to  what  he  thinks  is 
probable,  there  is  in  fact  a  God,  what  evi¬ 
dence,  necessary  to  prove  his  existence, 
could  be  added  to  those  which  are  alrea¬ 
dy  furnished  ?  H.  B. 


PROCL^M^TlOJsr.-By  EJ^OS  T.  THROOP 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  state  of  .Vrio- Forib, 
administering  the  government  thereof. 

It  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  distinguish 
the  people  of  this  state  by  unmerited  and  un¬ 
wonted  favors.  He  has  given  us  strength  and 
wisdom  ;  and  by  His  guidance  we  have  become 
meM'bere  of  a  national  and  state  government, 
which  secures  to  us  safety  from  foreign  aggres¬ 
sion,  and  to  each  of  us  the  enjoyment  of  our 
due  civil  rights  and  freedom  of  religious  opin¬ 
ion.  By  His  great  goodness  our  hearts  have 
been  disposed  to  cultivate  the  growth  ef  knowl¬ 
edge  and  virtue,  by  the  instrumentality  of  pub- 
lie  worship,  of  schools,  and  of  benevolent  and 
charitable  institutions,  and  to  consider  them  as 


I  means  ofindividual  happiness  and  national  pros, 
perity. 

He  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  vouchsafe 
to  us,  during  Ike  past  year,  a  continuance  of 
peace  with  other  nations,  tranquility  at  home 
health,  and  abundant  harveets.  ’ 

For  these,  and  for  His  innumerable  favours 
to  us,  as  a  peoplo  and  as  a  nation,  and  that  Uc 
may  continue  to  ua  his  mercy  and  pratectieo 
it  is  our  bounden  duty,  with  giateful  hearts,  sol! 
cmnly  and  publicly  to  -ender  our  united  and 
fervent  thanks  to  our  Divine  Creator,  Guide 
and  Protector. 

I  do,  therefore,  in  conforrnity  to  usage,  re¬ 
commend  to  the  good  peoplo  of  this  state,  the 
observance  of  Thursday,  the  </  ird  day  of  Decem¬ 
ber  next,  as  a  day  of  PUBLIC  PRAYER  and 
THANKSGIVING. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set 
my  name,  and  the  privy  seal,  at  the 
city  of  Albany,  this  twenty-sixth  dav 
[l.  s.]  of  October,  Anno  Domini,  1829. 

E.  T.  THROOP. 

*' Beastly  Drunkenness.— "Wheneyer  a  man 
becomes  mad  with  intexication,  and  abuses  hii 
wife,  his  children,  or  his  neighbor,  the  czpres- 
I  sion  cemmenly  used  to  define  his  condition,  is 
“drunk  as  a  beast."  We  object  to  this  phraseol¬ 
ogy.  It  is  a  libel  on  the  brute  creation.  It  is 
true,  that  hogs,  like  drunkards  sometimes  wal¬ 
low  in  the  mire,  but  who  ever  heard  of  afeur 
,  legged  hoe  getting  drunk  7  VVe  once  heard  ot 
a  pet  goat  following  its  master  to  an  Ale-bouie, 
and  drinking,  to  oblige  him,  until  it  became  in¬ 
toxicated — but,  geat  as  it  was,  it  would  never 
go  near  the  ale  house  again  !  Drunkenness  it 
net  therefore  a  beastlv  habit.  A  drunkard  aioka 
far  below  the  level  of  a  brute. 


Htpehbole. — A  Vermont  horse  jockey  boast- 
ing  the  other  day  of  the  speed  of  his  horse, 
gravely  asserted  that  he  could  trot  seventeen' 
miles  an  hour.  “Seventeen  miles  an  hour;” 
says  a  bystander,  “I  guess  ss  how  that’s  a 
thumper.”  “My  dear  fellow,”  replied  be  of  the 
Green  Mountain,  “seventeen  miles  is  no  great 
for  the  creature  now  ;  for  when  he  was  but  two 
years  old,  the  lightning  killed  the  eld  mars, and 
chased  the  colt  all  round  the  pasture,  without  get¬ 
ting  within  ten  rods  of  him. 


NOTICE. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  First  Uuiversalist  So¬ 
ciety  in  Utica  will  be  holden  on  Saturday  evesiag. 
the  21st  inst  at  7  o’clock,  in  the  second  story  of  thr 
brick  building  lately  occupied  by  C.  Brewster,  ror- 
ner  of  Washinglnn  &  Liberty-streets,  for  the  election 
of  Trustees  anid  other  officers  for  the  ensuing  yesr. 

N.  B.  A  punctual  attendance  of  all  the  members 
is  earnestly  requested. 

By  Order  of  the  Trustees. 

Wm.  J.  NICHOLS, 
Clerk  of  the  Universalist  Society  in  Utica 

Nov.  5,  1829.  _ 


OBITUARY 


DIED. — In  Boston,  Juliet,  daughter  of  Km- 
Paul  Dean,  aged  2^  vears. 

In  Springfield,  Mass.  HEZEKIAH  WHEEL¬ 
ER  aged  41.  The  circumstances  attending  his 
sickness  snd  death  afford  a  complete  refutation 
of  the  often  told  tale,  that  a  Universalist  cannot 
die  in  peace.  The  zealous  exertions  of  tbs  ex¬ 
clusively  piouB,  to  induce  him  to  deny  the  fsitn, 

snd  to  doubt  the  impartial  goodness  of  God, were 

unavailing.  He  died  full  of  faith,  and  hops, 
joy,  in  despite  of  those  who  seem  to  imagine  tna. 
they  do  God  service  by  harrassing  and  torraentiug 
the  sick  and  tb'  dying. — Rcl.  Inquirer. 


DOLPIIUS  SKINNER, 
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